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GENTLEMEN, 


F this Addreſs is diſpleqſing to you, I ap- 
prehend, that I am not to be blamed ;_ 
becauſe you have given 7% Occaſion unto 

me of a warmer Reſentment, than I ſhall take 
the Liberty to ſhew, by imputing to me a 
Notion, which is moſt ridiculous and abſurd ; 
viz. That there are Degrees of Infinity. 

As I knew that fuch a monſtrous Abſurdity 

never entered into my Mind ; and not being 
ſenſible, that I had ſaid any Thing, which 
could juſtly cauſe you to ſuſpect my enter- . 
taining ſuch a Suppoſition, I took the Free- 
dom to charge you with the Guilt of a paipab!s 
Faljity : From which Charge you endeavour, 
in an Appeal to the Public, to clear yourſelves. 
In order that the Public, unto whom your 
Appeal is made, may form a true Judgment 
in this Cauſe between you and me, I will lay 
before them the Ground of your Charge: The 
Form of that Charge: My Call upon you to 
vindicate yourſelves; or, rather, the Charg ge, 
which I exhibited againſt you, of publiſhing 4 
B palpable 


2 A Defence of the Vindication of 
palpable Falſity: And your Defence, or Vin- 
dication of yourſelves from the Guilt of ſuch 
an atrocious Crime. 

The Ground of your Charge is, what I 
offer to prove, that there is an infinite Evil 


and Demerit in Sin, by Way of Anſwer unto 


that, which the Author of the Scripture- Ace : 
count advanced againſt it ; who ſpeaks thus : 


«Tn, whatever Manner Sin or Vice be eſti- 
«© mated, it muſt be finite, becauſe it is the 
% Production or Act of a finite Kind, of fi- 


* nite Principles and Paſſions.” My Anſwer 


unto which, is this: Yery well : Whoever ſaid, 


that Sin, or a finful Act, is inſinite? No Mortal, 


T am perſuaded.” That 458100 is infinite cannot 


poſſibly proceed from a finite Being. We know 
this, full as Well as this Writer Fa But, with 
his Leave, or without it, we muſt diſtinguiſh 
between the Act of Sin, and the Demerit of that 
Act. Though all ſinful Actions are finite, and 
muſt be f3, becauſe they Jpring from jinite Beings, 


yet there is an infinite Evil and Demerit in Sin, 


becauſe it is committed againſt all poſſible and in- 
finite Good. Its Demerit ariſes from the Ob- 
Jed, againſt hom it is committed ; and, there- 
fore, as the Divine Object againſt whom all Sin 


7s directed, is infinite, ſo the Demerit of it muſt. 


be infinite: If it is not, then there is not, there 


cannot be greater Evil pay Demerit, in an Ad, 


. of Sin againſt God, than attend an Act of Sin 


againſt a Creature. Why do not fuch Perſons, as 


our Author, ſpeak out plainly what they mean, 


and tell us roundly, that there 1s no greater Evil 
1 


the Juſtice of Grd, &c. 4 


27 1 mnning againſt God, than there is in ſinning 
againſt a poor Mortal like ourſetves « ? This ts 
what he intends, it certainly is <what be deſgns, 
though it was too impious a II bing for him, di- 
refly and explicitly, to aſſert. It this is not his 
Meaning, he ſays nothing which is to bis Pur- 
Foſe; fer, if be allews, that there is greater 
Evil in Sin againſt G a0, than there is in Sin 
gainſt a Creature, that Reaſon, aohich obliges 
him to grant, that it is, in any Degree, a greater 
| Bail to «fend againſe God, will compel him ta 
wield, that it is infinitely greater, viz. the in- 
Finite Majeſty of the Divine Being. 

Your Cenſure, or Charge, was this:“ This 
„ Perſon would perfuade the Public of his 
«Abilities; as 4 Critic and a Philo! ſopber; 
8 Characters to which he may be juſtly in- 
„e titled, if wild Conjectures, and dogmatical 
„ Affirmations, be allowed in the Place of 
clear Reaſoning and ſolid Judgment; by 
* which alone, the Author of the Scripture- 
& Account ought to have been tried, and by 
Which, perhaps, it might be poſſible to con- 

be vict that Gentleman of having facrificed as 
% much to Imagination, though not to Dull- 
* neſs, as Mr. Brine, who ſuppoſes, that 
e there are Degrees of Infinity, and that Per- 
-.* ſons may be anni hilated, and, at the lame 
„Time, not ſufler Death.“ 
, thought myſelf, in ſome Mealure, in- 
13 by this Cenſure, or Charge of yours, 


* Vindication of Thivine 1 Sc. 
+ We might add manners. 


02; particularly 
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particularly, in this Aﬀertion, that 1 ſuppoſe, 
that zhere are Degrees of Infinity ; which I 
knew I did not, and alſo was ſure, that I had 
not expreſſed a Tirttle, from Which it might 
be inferred,” that J entertained ſuch a ridicu- 


lous and abſurd Suppoſition; I apprehended, 
that I had a Right to wipe off this falſe Im. 
putation; and, therefore, I took the Liberty, to 


Exhibit this Charge againſt you, in ſome of 
the public Papers: To the Authors of the 
* Monthly-Review:” Gentlemen, in your Re- 


60 


** view for December, 17 54, you mention a 


« ſmall Pamphlet, which I lately publiſhed, 


“ intitled, A Vindication of the Juſtice of 
e God, in the Infliction of endleſs Puniſh- 
ment for Sin; in Anſwer to the Scripture- 


Account of a future State conſidered. And 
vou ſay, that I would perſuade the Public 
© of my Abilities, as a Critic and a Philoſo- 


* pher. This I deny ; and, unleſs you know 


© me better, than I know myſelf, you can- 


not prove it. Farther, you repreſent me as 
© dogmatical and dull both which, it is poſ- 


cc 


fible, may be true. But what Cenſure may 
* I not paſs upon you, for affirming, that 1 


* ſuppoſe, that there are Degrees of "Infins ty J 
„This Affertion is a palpable Falſiey. Such a 


** Suppoſition I have neither expreſſed, nor, 


in the leaſt Degree, ſuggeſted. If, there- 
£* fore, you ſhould be able to defend your- 


ce Glues from a Charge of IILmanners, which 


you exhibit againſt me, I am ſure you will 


6c 


not be capable of vindicating your Vera- 
px city. 
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* 


the Juſtice of Ged, nw: gy 


city. I acknowledge that I ſuppoſe, (as you 
ſay I do) that Perſons may be annihilated, 
and, at the ſame Time, not ſuffer Death. 
It is my Opinion, at preſent, that Annihi- 


lation is not Death. If you will be pleaſed _ 


to condeſcend ſo far, as to clear up to me 


my Miſtake in this Matter, (if Jam miſta- 


ken herein) the Favour will be gratefully 


acknowledged, by, Gentlemen, your hum- 


ble Servant, Fs. Yay ſoon after this 


Advertiſement of mine, the following Lines 
were inferted (by your Order, I preſame) as 


cc 
cc 
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« ſaid Number, a proper Notice of an Adver- 
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News in the Evening Advertiſer: F If Mr. 


Brine will wait till the Publication of the 
Review for the preſent Month, he may then 
ſee, if he pleaſes, on the blue Cover of the 


tiſement (wherein he has more than once 
expoſed himſelf) relating to the JUST 
Account given, in a late Review, of his 


* profound Anſwer to the Scripture-Account 
** of a future State conſidered, for the Review-. 


"7 290) 


ers will have no News- Paper Conttoventy. 
with ſuck an Opponent.“ 


Agrecably to this Piece of News, I find on the 


blue Civer of the ſaid Number, this Defence of 


yourſelves. : © The Authors of the Review 
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have been called upon by ONE Mr. Join 
Brine, in an Advertiſement inſerted in the 
public Papers, wherein he accuſes them of 
having falſly charged upon him, Notions not 
enter rairied by iis: In the 8 for De- 
cember, 17 54, Tage 477. Mention 1 is made of 
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* © a Pamphlet, entitled, A Vindication of di- 
"— c vine Juſtice, &c. written by Mr. Brine, and 
' © it is there ſaid, that Mr. B. ſuppoſes there 
| are Degrees of Infinity, and that Perſons may 
be annihilated, and, at the ſame Time, not 
ſuffer Death. Mr. B. acknowledges, and ſtill 
„ avows, this curious Doctrine of Annihila- 
<* tion; but denies his having in the leaſt ſug- 
* geſted the above expreſs'd Notion of Infinity. 
« Undoubtedly this Writer beſt underſtands his 
e own Meaning, or Un-meaning ; but whe- 
« ther we have erred, or not, in the Conclu- 
e ſion we drew from the following Paſſage, 
let the Reader determine: 
In Page 28, Mr. B. has theſe Words: 
_ & Though all ji "ful Aclions are finite, and muſt 
RY” ſo becauſe they ſpring from finite Beings, 
E yet there is an infinite Evil and Demerit in 
Sin, becauſe it is committed againſt all poſſible 
& and infinite Good. Its Demerit ariſes from 
« the Object againſt whom it is committed; and, 
Th therefore, as the Divine Object againſt whom 
« all Sin is directed, is infinite, ſo the Demerit _ 
ec of it muſt be infinite : If it is not, then there 
<« 75 not, there cannot be greater Evil and De- 
« merit in an Ads of Sin againſt God, than 
« attend an Act of Sin againſt a Creature. 
Here we are taught, that there is an infi- 
c nite Evil and Bei in Sin; and that as 
the Divine Object againſt whom all Sin is 
directed, is infinite, ſo the Demerit of it 
«© muſt be infinite. Now, will Mr. B. 
= maintain, that all Sins are equal in Demerit, 
or 
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* upon which we firſt formed our Opinion 
of his Pamphlet; that Opinion, and its 


Foundation, are now before the Public; and 
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„ will yet have a great deal to urge about, 
cc 
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the Yuſtice of F 5 


or that one Infinite is greater than another, 


and that Blaſphemy, Idolatry, and Murder, 


are not more heinous than petty Theft, 
Drunkenneſs, Lying, Scandal, Sc.? The 


Aſſertion ud ſhock a rational Chriſtian ; 


and yet this Mr. B. will, we apprehend, 7 
be driven to, unleſs he admits, as a fair 
Deduction from hrs Premiſes, that there are 
Degrees of Infinity, This abſurd Confe- 
quence occurred to us, on Peruſal of his 
Pamphlet; and how far we are juſtifiable, 


in charging Mr. B. with ſuch a Suppo- 


tion (for he is not charged with any di- 
rect Aſſertion) let the candid By-ſtander 


pronounce: As for our Author, it is proba- 
ble, as he is a very profound Writer, he 


and about this Alternative; he is Welcome 


to ſay what and how much he pleaſes ; we 
ſhall look upon ourſelves as unc conberne 1 © + 


the Matter. We have ſhewn the Ground 
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ſtand acquitted of any Intention to im- 


poſe upon them, or miſrepreſent any Au- 


thor whatever, whoſe Writings are menti- 


oned in the Review, it WIII be quite indif- 


ferent to us what this Writer may have to 


ſay, in the Def tence of his own peculiar 
© Notions,” 1 


Having 


if, in the Judgment of that Public, we 


Ie nga 2 


8 A Defmneif the Vindicatimof 


Having laid before the Reader the true State 
of this Cauſe between you, and me, I will 
now proceed to contider, calmly, that Defence 
which you make for yourſelves; in Anſwer to 
the Charge, which I exhibited againſt you. In 
this Defence, you ſay, ONE Mr. 7bn Brine : 


By which Phraſe, doubtleſs, you intended to 


put me in mind of my Objeurity ; whereof 
I am not inſenſible, and did not need this Me 
mento of it from you, though, that I confeſs, 
you might not know, and, therefore, you did 


well to give me this Hint, that might not 


imagine myſelf to be much known, and taken 
Notice of in the World: Yet, I muſt ſay, 
there would have been a greater Propriety in 
the Hint, if you had not, more than once; 
honoured me with the Mention of my Name, 
on former Occaſions; whereby that became 
as extenſively known, as your Reviews are 
ſpread : I cannot tell whether that is far or 
not, (nor is it the Matter of my Concern) you 
beſt know: However, that is a ſufficient Evi- 
dence, that J am not juft now dropt out of the 


Clouds, and that your Readers are not Stran- 


gers to my Name, nor to that Reſpect, which 


you have formerly ſhewn unto it. But enough 
of this frivial Matter. 
Again, vou ſayz « Mr. B. ſtill acknow- 


d [edges and avows this curious Doctrine of 
Annihilation. The Manner of your ex- 
preſſing yourſelves may occaſion ſome leſs at- 


tentive Readers to think, that J ſuppoſe Men 


will be annihilated, and perhaps you are willing 


554 
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the Juſtice of God, &c. 9 


they ſhould, although you know, that I ut- 


terly deny and dive the Doctrine of the An- 


nihlilation of any of the human Race, and plead 
for the eternal Exiſtence of both good and bad 


Men. By this Ambiguity, you "eaſed your- 


| ſelves. of the Trouble of offering any Thing, 
to prove the Abſurdity of ſuppoſing, that Per- 
ſons may be annihilated, and, at the ſame 
Time, not ſuffer Death. T his iS a conſidera- 


ble Inſtance of your Prudence. 


Truly, it was a 4oiſe Thing in you to de- 


cline attempting, at, an, Impoſlibility: And, 
that this is ſack, I imagine, you are; by this 


Time, convinced and are ſenſible, that Per- 


- ſons may be annihilated, and yet not ſuffer 


cath. When you ſay, of Annibilation, you 


cannot mean Annihilation /f; but muſt 
mean, about, or concerning Annihilation. The 
Thing ztfelf 1 deny, which you need not 
be told; but this Doctrine concerning it, I 
ſtill acknowledge, and avow, viz, that Pare. 
ſons may be anni hilatel, and, at the fame Time, 

not ſuffer Death : For, Annihilation is not 
Death. Much is not neceſlary to be ſaid, to 


evince the Truth thereof, If Death is a Pri- 


vation of Life, which it hath been thought 


to be, and a Creature muſt exiſt, in ſuffer- 


ing that Privation, it is very clear, that Per- 
ſons may be annihilated, and, at the ſame 
Time, not ſuffer Death. If a Privation of 


Life takes Place in a Creature, I own, that I 


think it muſt be while it exiſts, 8 1 


cannot comprehend how it ſhould when it is 
x Dey © © 
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ro A Defence of the Vindication of 
not, Notwithſtanding, Gentlemen, the Re- 


proof, which you have given me, for pre- 


_ tending to phileſophize, I cannot refrain from 


ſaying: That it is very wunphiloſophical, to con- 


ceive of a Privation, without the Exiſtence of 


ſome Subject. And, if a Privation neceſſarily 
ſuppoſes the Exiſtence of ſome Subject, is it 
not evident, that the Being of a Creature, 
which ſaffers Death, muſt be of ſomewhat 
longer Duration, than that of its Life? If the 


Life of Peter is of the fame Duration, with 


his Exiſtence, how is it poflible, he ſhould _ 
ſuffer Death ? He does not, while he is, and 
when he is not, it is certain, he cannot. In 


Annihilation, a living Creature, would not 
ſuffer a Privation of Life; becauſe, ſo long as 
he exiſts, he lives, and, conſequently, his An- 


nihilation can be no other than a Ceſſation of 


Lite, together with the Ceſſation of his Being, 
and in the very fame Moment: For, his Ex- 
iſtence and Life muſt be exactly of equal Du- 


ration. We cannot for this Reaſon, ſuppoſe 
him to ſuffer Death, in his Annihilation, un- 


leſs we will ſuppoſe, there may be a Priva- 
tion of Life, without the Exiſtence of a Sub- 
Jet, of ſuch Privation. And, therefore, 1 


conclude, the Author of the Scripture-Ac- 
count, &c. was miſtaken, in thinking, that 
Annihilation is Death; particularly, ' as he 


Niles it, the ſecond Death. 


The Opinion of the Infinity of Evil and 


Demerit, in Sin, you ſuggeſt, is a peculiar No- 


tion of mine, For, relating to that Point, you 
lay : 


the Fuſlice of God, &c. 11 
fay: It will be quite indifferent to us what 
„ this Writer may have to ſay, in Defence of 
« his own peculiar Notions.” Of which No- 
tions, therefore, you muſt mean this is one. 
Pray, Gentlemen, do you ſpeak as you think ? 
Or do you prevericate, in this Caſe, and take 
the Liberty to inſinuate, that this is my He- 
culiar Notion, though you know it not to be 
ſo? Perhaps, your Reading may not have 
been very large, on divine and religious Sub- 
jects; yet, 1 cannot be perſuaded, that it hath 
been ſo very ſcanty, as to leave you under 
a Poſſibility of imagining, that this is a Pe- 
culiarity of mine. This Doctrine hath been 
maintained and defended, by all our Proteſtant 

Divines, who have oppoſed the Popiſb Notion 
of venial Sins. It is not neceſſary to produce 
many Teſtimonies hereof ; but the Reader, I. 
hope, will excuſe my citing a Few. And they 
hall be ſuch, as are not only full and explicite 
on this Head; but allo from fuch Writers, as 
even the Reviewers themſefves, free as they 
are in their Cenſures, upon any who differ 
from them, may not, it is probable, chooſe to 
impute Dullneſs unto; though, indeed, I pre- 
tend not to be certain of their Civility and 
Reſpect to the Names following, ſince they 
ſtand directly in their Way, ; 
Biſhop Downame, ſpeaking of Sins, cxprefles 
himſelf thus? * None being ſo ſmall, but 
_* that it is of ſufficient Weight to preſs down 
the Sinner to Hell, being of infinite Guilt, 
committed againſt infinite Juſtice, deſerving 
he 8 „„ 5 noe 


1h 


12 A Defence of the Vindication of 

* infinite Puniſhment, for which the Juſtice 
of God cannot be fatisfied, but by a Pro- 
© pitiation of infinite Value.“ Biſhop Da- 
venant aſſerts the ſame : * God, ſays be, is of 
te infinite Majeſty and Goodneſs : Whoever, 
therefore, diſhonours ſuch Majeſty, by any 

„ Tranſgrefſion, be it great or ſmall, demerits 

infinite Puniſhment. “ Biſhop Reynolds 
ſpeaks thus: © This Demerit (i. e. of Sin) 
: 2 is founded, not only in the Conſtitution, &c. 

© —of God, but in the Nature of his own. 
Holineſs and Juſtice, which in Sin is violated, 
and turned from; and this Guilt is after a 

Sort infinite, becauſe it ſpringeth out of the 
Averſion from an infinite Good, the Viola- 

e tion of an infinite Holineſs and Juſtice. . Bi- 
ſhop Hopkins, his Words are theſe : © Every | 
. Act of Sin, yea the leaſt that we ever com- 

mitted, is an infinite Debt, and carries in it an 
infinite Guilt, becauſe committed againſt an 
infinite Majeſty. For, all Offences take their 
« Meaſures, not only from the Matter of the 
Act, but from the Perſon againſt whom they 
are committed: As a reviling Word againſt 
© our Equals, will but bear an Action at Law; 
but againſt the Prince, it is High-Treaſon 
35 and puniſhable with Death. 80 0 here, the 
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1 Of Taſtification, p. 508. 
+ Deus eſt infinitæ Majeſtatis & Bonitatis : "Qu igitur talem 


Majeſtatem imminutam, it quantulacunque Tranſgreſſione, ini! 


nitam Poenam incurrit. Determ. ues qua Theol, i. | 
p Treatiſes, p. 202, 263. 
<« leaf} 


the 92 of Cod, &. 13 


leaſt Offence againſt the Infinite Majeſty of 
© God, becomes itſelf infinite.*” Now can 


5 vou, Gentlemen, perſuade yourſelves to be- 


lieve, that theſe great and excellent Divines, 
ſuppoſed, that there are Degrees of Infinity? 
I will not peremptorily ſay, that you will be 
ſo favourable to their Characters, as not to 
impute ſuch an Abſurdity to them; becauſe 1 
know not unto what Extent your Freedom, 
in Cenſuring, may be carried, againſt any, 
whoſe Opinions you diſlike : Yet, cannot 


allow myſelf to think, that you will be diſ- 
poſed to fix ſuch an Odium upon thoſe vene- 


rable Names; though you have juſt the ſame 
Reaſon for it, with reſpect to them, as you 
had for ſo doing, with regard to myſelf. 
Doubtleſs you thought yourſelves, at full 
Liberty, to affirm whatever you pleaſed, con- 
cerning me, provided, the leaſt Colour of a 
Foundation might be pretended, for what you 

ſhould affert, though ever ſo ridiculous And 
abſurd ; and, therefore, affirmed, that I ſup- 
poſe there are Degrees of Infinity. Being, by 
me, charged with a direct Breach of Truth, 
in this Aſſertion: All that you have to offer in 
your Defence, is only this, you apprehend, that 
this is a Conſequence naturally ariſing from my 
Notion of the Infinity of the Evil and De- 
merit, in Sin. But, good Sirs, are the Con- 
5 ſequences which juſtly follow from Opinions, 
always ſeen, by thoſe who hold them ? 1 pre- 
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3 Defence of the Vindication of 


ſume you know they are not. Fair it is, to 
urge the abſurd Conſequences of any Doctrine, 
againſt it, in order to ſhew, that it cannot be. 


true: But it is very unfair to charge any with 


ſuppoſing the Conſequences of a Doctrine, 


however juſtly they may follow therefrom, 
which the Aſſerters of it do not diſcern. 


Not long fince, I took into Conſideration, 
an Aſſertion of a learned and worthy Author, 


from which, a Conſequence molt abſurd, is 
fairly deducible.” I apprehended, that it was 
lawful for me to obſerve it, and to caution 


againſt aſſenting to that Aſſertion becauſe of 


the Abſurdity, which it cannot be cleared of. 
But if J had ſaid, that, that Author ſuppoſed 

that Conſequence ; upon Reflection, I could 
not have acquitted myſelf, of having acted an 


exccedingly diſingenusus and unfair Part, For 


this Reaſon, he did not diſcern the Conſe- 
- quence of his Aſſertion, and, therefore, could not 
ſuppoſe it, or, which is the ſame Thing, think 
that to be a Truth, You it ſeems, apprehend, 
that the Doctrine of the infinite Evil and De- 
merit of Sin, is unavoidably attended with 
this abſurd Conſequence, that there are De- 


grees of Infinity, Well, what if it is, muſt 
it neceſſarily be concluded, that our Proteſtant 


Divines ſaw that Conſequence, and ſuppoſed 


it to be a Truth? Will you proceed ſo far in 
Cenſuring, as to affirm that of them? And ; 


iF ſuch Writers, as are produced above, did 


* My Sermon on the Divine Decrees, Sc. p. 6, 7, 8. 
; acts not 


the Juſtice of God, &c. 15 
not diſcern this to be the Conſequence of the 
Doctrine, which they maintained; is it any 

Wonder, that ſo dull a Perfon as I am, ſhould 
not make the Diſcovery ? You cannot think 
it is, Why then did you charge me with 
ſuppoſing. this Conſequence? Can you pro- 
duce any Expreſſion, Phraſe, or ſo much as a 
ſingle Word, from which it may be inferred, 
ot my Notion of Infinity, is different from 
your own? You cannot. All that you can 
pretend unto, is this: That I attribute Infi- 

nity unto that which is only finite. The 
cleareſt Proof that the Evil and Demerit of 
Sin, is finite, will be no Proof, that I ſuppoſe 
there are Degrees of Infinity: Or, that I en- 
tertain a miſtaken Notion of Infinity. Such 


Proof, indeed, would evince, that I am miſ- 


taken, in applying Infiniteneſs, unto that, 
wherein, in Fact, it is not; but nothing more. 
And that would not, in the leaſt, clear up your 
Veracity. 5 

I think, T may be allowed to ſay, that I 
have given ſuch Evidence, that in my Account, 
Infinity hath no Limit, and, conſequently, 
that dere cannot be Degrees in it, that no 
Scruple can be made thereof. Have L not 
ſaid, that which 7s infinite cannot poſſibly pro- 
ceed from a finite Being? We know this full as 
well as this Writer does, If I had conceived, 
that there are Degrees of Infinity, I muſt have 
thought it poſſible, for that which is infinite 
to proceed from a finite Being. Yea, if Infi- 
ny. is really to be found with any Being at 
a 
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all, it muſt be with ſome created Being, if 
there are Degrees in it. Are not theſe my 
Words alſo? Though all ji ful Actions are finite, 
and muſt be fo, — they fpring from finite 
Beings, &o. Is it not manifeſt from hence, 
that my Opinion is, that the higheſt Degrees 
riſe not up to Infinity ? The Thing is as clear, 
as a Matter can well be rendered by the Force 
of Language. And when I expreſs the end- 
leſs Puniſhment of Sinners, do I not ſay, Pu- 
niſbment, which is infinite, in its Duration? If 
_ you really thought, that my Opinion is, that 
Infinity is limited, or, that there are Degrees 
in it, why did you not obferve to me, that, 
according to my Notion of Infinity, the Pu- 
niſhment of the wicked might be infinite, in 


its Duration, and yet not be endleſs ; becauſe 1 


ſuppoſe Infinity to have its Limits. So full, 
and clear Intimation I have given, that I 
think Infinity is unbounded, that it requires a 
very large Stretch of Charity, to conclude, that 
vou did not act directly againſt the Remon- 
ſtrance of your own Conſciences, in charging 
me with the Suppoſition of there being De- 
grees of Infinity. But I hope you did not do 
this, under the Influence of this Conſidera- 
tion, that there is not an infinite Evil and 
Demerit, in Sin. If the Evil of falfly accu- 
ſing, is not infinite, as it is a Sin againſt 
| God, it is not a /ight Thing, to violate the 
Divine Precepts, which require us to ſpeak | 
Truth of, as well as unto our Neighbour. The 
candid By Nander, to whoſe Sentence you ſeem 

willing 


| 1 ; N % 2 of God, &c. 17 
? Willing to ſubmit, it is highly probable, 


/ will conclude, that, as you have.fa///y charged 
_ me, with entertaining a very abſurd Notion, 
„it is but equitable, that you ſhould, in as pub- 
„ lic a Manner, retract that Charge, as you ex- 
+ Þ  hibited it. Why ſhould you not dare to be 
„ ingenuous, in your Acknowledgment of Guilt, 

3 Which it is impoſſible for you to conceal? 
„And, that you cannot cover it over, at any 
- Rate, the Defence you make, is a full Proof 
t 8 of; You have nothing to ſay in your Vindi- 
LL cation, but this, the Conſequence, which you 
8 infer, occurred to you, on Peruſal of my Pam- 
5 phlet, and, therefore, you aſſerted, bat, th at 
. Conſequence is my Suppoſition, although you 
* had that in full View, which demonſtratively 
[ proves, that it is no Suppoſition of mine. As 
L you think this to be the Conſequence of my 
| Opinion, you might have declared it, and 
2 urged it too, as an Objection to the Truth of 
t that Sentiment, without the leaſt Blame from _ 
- me, had you not affirmed, that J ſuppoſe that 
3 Conſequence, or, which is the ſame Thing, 

- think that Abſurdity to be Truth. For I am 
5 heartily willing to allow others the fame Li- 
- berty, in objecting to my Opinions, as I make 
3 free to take, in oppoſing theirs. 

— You militate againſt the Doctrine of the Infi- 
- nity of Evil and Demerit, in Sin, with a very 
3 formidable Dilemma, and enquire thus: Now 
"Wy „e will Mr. B. maintain, that all Sins are equal } in 
. % Demerit, or that one Infinite is greater than 
* cc another ; z and that Blaſphemy, Idolatry, and 
; D „ « Murder, 
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18 A Defence of the Vindication of 
Murder, are not more heinous than petty 
Theft, Drunkenneſs, Lying, Scandal, Sc.? 


* The Aſſertion would ſhock a rational 
« Chriſtian, and yet this Mr. B. will, we ap- 


t“ prehend, be driven to, unleſs he admits, as 
a fair Deduction from 575 Premiſes, tat there 


Lal 


are Degrees of Infuuty.” 


I will not drſſemble, even in the Beende of 
what appears to me, a moſt important Truth. 
That which is here offered, may ſeem a con- 


federable Objection, to the Doctrine under De- 


bate, until it is thoroughly canvaſſed, and 


weigh” d in the Balance of right Reaſon. As 
to the latter Member of this Dilemma, viz. 


that one Infinite is greater than another, 1 
imagine, that I may ſoon eaſe myſelf. of it. 


For, I never dreamed of an Inequality, i 
Infinity, or, that one Infinite is greater Wes 
another. Nor do I believe you ever thought 1 


bee But, having worked up yourſelves unto 
a great Contempt of me and my Writings, 


under the Influence of what Conſiderations, 
you beſt know, your Virtue, it ſeems, was 


not ſufficient to guard you effectually, againſt 


a Temptation, to endeavour to render me 
and them, contemptible in the View of others, 
even though i it was at your own Expence. And, 
therefore, you took the Liberty to affirm, that 


which, I think, you muſt then know to be 


falſe, for you had before your Eyes, ſufficient 


Evidence thereof, viz. That I ſuppoſe there 


are Degrees of Infinity. The only Difficulty, 
; wherewith I am preſſed, is the former Branch 


of 


the Fuſtice of God, &c. 19 


of your Dilemma. And as to that, I do 
maintain, that all Sins are infinite, (and ſo 
equal) in Demerit. But not that all Sins are 


equally heinous ; Nor that all Sins will be equally 
puniſhed. The Puniſhment for all Sins will 


be infinite, (and ſo equal) in its Duration. 
But the Puniſhment of no Sin will be infinite 


in Intenſeneſs; for that Is abſolutely impoſſi- 
ble: And, therefore, more heinous Sins, will 


be puniſhed with greater Torments, and /e/s 
heinous ones, with /ighter, I continue to in- 
ſiſt upon it, that there is an infinite Evil and 
Demerit, in Sin. When I ſay, that there is an 
infinite Eyil, in Sin, I do not mean, that the 
Act of Sin is infinite. Or, that the Priva- 
tion of moral Rectitude is infinite. Or, that 
the whole Compound, or Sin conſidered, in 
its Concrete, is infinite, If it was, there could 
be no Diſparity in Sins; but every Sin muſt 


be equal. I make no Difficulty of granting, 
that there is a great Difference in ſinful Acti- 


ons, and alſo in their Aggravations: And ſhall 


never ſhock the rational Chriſtian, by ſuggeſt- 
ing, that all Sins, are equally heinous, I aſ- 


ſure you, that you need not entertain the leaſt 

* Jealouſy „that I ſhall ever ſo do. Yet, I affirm, 
that there is in Sin, as Sin, and ſo in every Sin, an 
infinite Evil. Firſt, Ohſectively: As God is the 
Object againſt whom it is committed, there muſt | 


be an infinite Evil in it. If the infinitely tran- 
ſcendent Excellencies of the Divine Being, are al- 
lowed to come into Conſideration, in forming an 
Eſtimate, of the Evil, of Sin, I think this 
| | D 2 cannot 
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cannot well be denied. Indeed, if God is 
ſtruck out of the Account, whoſe Law is bro- 
ken, and whoſe immenſe Perfections are diſ- 
honoured by Sin, the Infinity of Evil in Sin, 
cannot be proved. But Things do not ſeem 
to be quite come to that Paſs yet, as exp/i- 
citely to difallow of taking into Conſideration, 
the Divine Attributes when we form an Eſti- 
mate of the Evil, which there is in Sin. Even 
you, Gentlemen, do not ſay, that this is not to 
be allowed; but art fully paſs it over in Silence, 
without the leaſt Remark, although you au 
I argued for the Infinity of Evil in Sin, whol- 
ly from this Principle, that it is committed 
againſt Infinite Majeſty. And 1t was better, 
not to take any Notice of it, than zmpioujly to 
deny, that Reſpect is to be had, unto the in- 
finite Perfections of the great Creator when 
we form a Judgment of the Evil which there 
is in Sin, as it hath him for its Object, An 
explicite Denial of i it, (to uſe your own Phraſe) 
would ſhock a rational Chriſtian, And grant- 
ing of it, muſt have involved you in an inex- 
zricable Difficulty. For, if it is allowed, that 
the Evil in Sin, takes its Meaſure from the 
Nature and Perfections of God, the Infinity 
of its Evil cannot be denied, without a moſt 
manifeſt Contradiction. And, therefore, your 
| Wiſdom is to be applauded, in taking no No- 
tice of an Argument, which really is znan- 
Fwerable; and which, you could not deny, 
Without fixing aan upon yourſelves; 08 
cauſe 


the Juſtice of God, &c. 221 


cauſe of the dreadful Impiety, that ſuch a De- 


1 
9 
4 9 


nial evidently carries in it. 

Secondly, There is in Sin, as Sin, and ſo in 
every Sin, an infinite Evil extenſively, My 
Meaning 1s this: The Spot and Stain of Sin 


will continue for ever: Or, its Guilt and Pol- 


lution will eternally remain; unlefs it is atoned 


for and pardoned, through the Blood of Chriſt. 


If Atonement is not made, and Satisfaction is 


not given to the violated Law, and offended 
Juſtice of God, the Sinner will always re- 
main under a Charge of Guilt. Nothing 


which he can do, not any Thing which he 


can offer, nor Sufferings which he is able to 
endure, will ever be ſufficient to obtain a Di 


charge from that Guilt, which he hath con- 


tracted, As the ſinful Creature is under a 


Charge of Guilt, this Moment, without Atone- 
ment made, and Pardon extended unto him, 
upon that Foundation, his Guilt will remain 


upon him, unto a Duration, which is infinite 
in its Extent. So that, there i is in Sin, as Sin, 


and ſo in every Sin, 3 great, or ſmall, 


an infinite Evil, both Halen and extenſively 
conſidered. 


Now, ſuch as lic Evil i in Sim! 18, it is, ſlaves 


ly, reaſonable e to conclude, that ſuch is its De- 


merit. The Evil in Sin, as Sin, and ſo in 
every Sin, is infinite, objeflively, and extenſive- 
ly And, therefore, there is in Sin, as Sin, an 
infinite Demerit. It is no Abſurdity to con- 
ceive, that the Demerit of Sin is proportionate 
to the Evil, which there is in Sin, And 1 
that 
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that Evil is not infinite, will never be proved, 


Divine Object, againſt whom Sin is commit- 
ted, muſt not come into Conſideration, when 
we form an Eſtimate of the Evil, which there- 


willing to hope no Man whatever. 


to its Evil, therefore, 


nite Leſs, in Conſequence of Sin, as Sin, whe- 
ther the ſinful Action be more, or leſs heinous, 


poſe, that the penal Eect of Sin, in any Senſe, 


For, in that Caſe, there would not be a Pro- 
portion between Demerit and the Penalty, un- 
to which it relates; but the Diſproportion 
| would be ſuch as exceeds all Degrees. Wiſdom 
and Juſtice, moſt certainly, infinite Wiſdom 
and Juſtice, will, in all Reſpects, proportion 
Puniſhment, unto the Demerit of Sin : With- 


And, therefore, if it is to be proved, that it is 


the rational Creature, unto the Suffering of an 
infinite Loſs, as a penal Effect of Sin, the clear- 


eſt, the moſt undeniable Proof, even ſuch as 
riſes 
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until Proof is given, that the Infinity of the 


in is. And who will dare to engage in ſuch 
an impious Undertaking, I know not. S am 


here being in Sin an infinite Evil, and an 
infinite Demerit, or a Demerit Proportionate 


I. The reaſonable Creature ſuffers an infi- 
This Loſs is a Want of the Enjoyment of 
an infinite Good. An infinite Loſs would not 
be the penal Effect of Sin, if there was not an 


infinite Demerit in Sin. It is abſurd to ſup- 


is infinite, if the Demerit of it is not infinite. 


out great Impiety we cannot think otherwiſe, 


the Conſtitution of God, that Sin ſhall ſubject . 
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riſes up to evident Demonſtration, will be given, 
that there is an infinite Evil and Demerit; in 
Sin. And which of theſe two Things re- 


_ quires Proof? Which of them will be dif- 


puted? vig. Whether a Want of Commu— 


nion with God, or of the Enjoyment of him, ; 


who is the Origin of all Felicity, be an infi- 
nite Loſs? Or, whether, it is the Appoint- 


ment of the moſt holy, moſt wile, and moſt 
juſt Creator, that Sin, as Sin, and fo every Sin, 
whether great, or / all and whether more, of 


leſs heinous, ſhall ſubject reaſonable Crea- 
tures, unto the Suffering of ſuch an infinite 


Loſs ? I think neither can be conteſted. And 


until either one, or the other 1s denied, we 


may take them both for granted. This is an 


irrefragable Argument, for the Proof of the 


Infinity of Evil and Demerit, in Sin, Such 


an Argument it is, that all the Skill and Force, 
of all the rational Chriſtians, (as they call 
themſelves) in the World, will never be able 
to anſwer. You fee, Gentlemen, notwith- 
ſtanding your Reproof, I remain dogmatica! 


ſtill. At which you need not be lurprized, 


becauſe you know what Solomon ſays: Though 


thou ſhouldeſ} bray a Fool in a Mortar, among 


Wheat with a Peſlil, yet bis Pooliſhneſs will not 


depart from him, 


II. This Loſs is infinite extenſruely, as the 
Evil in Sin Is, and the Demerit of it too, for 
that Reaſon. For, as the Guilt and Pollution 


of Sin will eternally remain, if not atoned for, 
and N ſo tlie reaſonable Creature will 


for 
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for ever ſuffer the Loſs of the Enjoyment of 
God, as the penal Effect of Sin. 
III. The Infinity of the Demerit of Sin, 
ariſing from the infinite Evil, which there is 
in it, as to Puniſhment of Senſe reſpects the 
Extent of its Duration ; but not its Intenſeneſs 
and Weight. Puniſhment for Sin, in this 
View, will be infinite in Duration, but finite 
in Intenſeneſs. It is not to be ſuppoſed, that 
Sin demerits infinite Tortures. For which, 
three Reaſons are aſſigned, by the moſt learn- 
ed, and very accurate }it/ius. 
6 1, Becauſe ſuch Puniſhment (7. e. which- 

ce js infinite in Intenſeneſs) is abſolutely im- 
„ poſſible: For, no Creature is able to endure 


© Tortures, which are infinitely intenſe. 2. Be- 


* cauſe it would follow, God could never ſa- 
ce tisfy his Juſtice, by the Infliction of con- 
« dign Puniſhment on the Ungodly 3. Be- 
6 — it would follow, that equal Puniſh- 
c ment is due to all Sins: Or, that in Fact, 
c all Sins are equally puniſhed, which is ab- 
Le fur to ſuppoſe, and contrary to Mat. xi. 
„ 

From hence, it is evident, that the Infinity 
of the Evil and Demerit, in Sin, may be main- 


| tained, without the Abſurdity of ſuppoting, 


that there are Degrees of Infimty. It is alſo 1 


clear, that this Doctrine may be defended, 
without ſuppoſing, that all Sins are equally | 


9 Quia talis Pœna eſt abſolute impoſlibilis, Se. OEcon. Fed, 
Lib. I. Cap. V. Sect. XL. 
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heinous, and alſo without ſuppoſing, that all 
Sins are equally puniſhed. The Puniſhment of 
all Sin 1s infinite, (and ſo equal) in its Du- 
ration, as I ſaid in Page 30 of my Pamphlet. 
But the Intenſeneſs of the Torments inflict- 
ed by God, for Sin; for no Sin whatever, 
Will be infinite; but they will be more, or leſs, 
” Intenſe, as the Sins, for which they are in- 

flicted, are more, or leſs heinous, and more, or 
leſs aggravated. And, therefore, there will be 
Degrees, in Divine Puniſhment, as Men are 
more Or 5 guilty. Which I alſo obſerved, in 
Page 2 5 
Upon the whole, 1 think, it is moſt clear, 
that your very formidable Dilemma, being tho- 
roughly examined, appears to have no Weight 
or Force at all in it. And it can do no Exe- 
__ cution, upon the Doctrine of the Infinity of 
Evil and Demerit, in Sin, againſt which it is 
levelled. tt does not in the leaſt affect that 
Doctrine. Take it in both its Branches, the 
Diſtance, between it, and that Doctrine, is as 
great as the Diſtance of the 79 Poles, and far 
; greater too. I am not driven by it to ſuppoſe, 
that „here are Degrees of Infinity. Becauſe 1 
2 plead not for the Infinity of Evil and Demerit 
in Sin, from Sin materially conſidered ; but 
from the Infinity of the Divine Object, againſt 
which it is committed. And, in this Conſi- 
= _deration of Sin, (i. e. objedtively) there is no 
Difference in Sins, however great the Diffe- 
kence may be in Acls of Sin. Nor am I driven 
= bo it, to maintain, that © Blaſphemy, Idolatry, 
| x E | 6 and 
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% and Murder, are not more heinous than petty 
Theft, Drunkenneſs, Lying, Scandal, Sc.“ 
Becauſe I have not contended for the Infinity of 
Evil and Demerit, in Sin, from its Heinouſ- : 
neſs; and, therefore, I may, as J do, allow, 
that Blaſphemy, &c. are more heinous, (as you 
lay) tan petty Theft, &c. can be ſuppoſed to 
be, perfectly conſiſtent, with my Opinion of 
the Infinity of Evil and Demerit, in Sin, as * 
Sin, and ſo in every Sin, whether great or wh 
| ſmall; becauſe J plead, that this Infinity of 
the Evil and Demerit, in Sin, ariſes from 
the Infinity of God, the Object againſt whom 
it is committed, and not from the Heinouſneſs 
of the ſinful AR. If I had done that, as you 
ſay, I muſt have been driven to afſert one of 
_ theſe two Things: Either, that one Infinite 1s 
greater than another : Or, that all Sins are 
equal in Heinouſneſs. But, as I argue upon 
quite another Principle, your Dilemma does 
not come near me. It is as far from me, as 
| the Earth is from Heaven. And I am as much 
| ſecure from being hurt by it, as a Man would 
| be ſecure from being injured by the Diſcharge 
of a Piſtol, if he was Placed” in the higheſt 
. Heavens. 
| It is aſtoniſhing, that you ny prevail with 
N pypourſelves, to pretend, that you have not miſ- 
] repreſented me to the Public ; becauſe you 
| muſt know, that you were ouilty of a Miſre- 
3 preſentation of me, in ſaying, that I ſuppoſe 
J there are Degrees of Infinity, except you are 
g exceedingly dull, as I am, For, I abſolutely 
j denied 
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denied the Infinity of every Being, and of all 
Acts, wherein there can be Degrees. Did 1 
not ſay: That which is infinite, Cannot poſſibly 
Sed from a finite Being? Theſe are my 
Words alſo, and you quote them, and there- 
by prove upon yourſelves, that Guilt, which 
I charge you with: Though all finful Actions 
are finite, and muſt be fo, becauſe they ſpring 
from finite Beings. Is not here a full and ab- 
ſolute Denial of Infinity, wherein there is a 
Poſſibility of Degrees? How unaccountable is 
itt, therefore, that you could allow yourſelves 
to aſſert, that I ſuppoſe there are Degrees of 
Infinity. And it is more ſtrange ſtill, that you 
can now pretend to acquit yourſelves of the 
Guilt, of a Miſrepreſentation of me unto the 
Public. This Aſſertion is as groſs a Miſrepre- 9 
ſentation of me, as affirming, that I ſuppoſe, 
that God zs finite in bis Being, Powers, and 
Acts, and bis rational Creatures are infinite in 
their Beings, Powers, and Actions, would have 
been. You had as much Ground to aflert this 
of me, as you have to affirm the other. That 
Aſſertion implies, that I think Infinity! is limited, 
which you could not but know, is a palpable 
Falſity. You were certainly convinced in your 
ben that I entertain no m/taten No- 
tion of Infinity, though you dared to affirm I. 
do, You might, indeed, think, that ] attri- 
bute Infinity, unto that wherein it is not; and, 
therefore, miſtook in that Reſpect. But as to 
Infinity 74%, you muſt, undoubtedly, know, 
that my Apprehenfion of it is, the very ſame 
1 With 
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with your own, and the Apprehenſions of all 
other Men; viz. That it is abſolutely without 
Limit. The cleareſt Proof, that I am miſ- 
taken, in thinking, that there is an infinite 
Evil and Demerit, in Sin, (could ſuch Proof be 
given) would not in the leaſt prove, that I 
ſuppoſe, that there are Degrees of Infinity. 
But with reſpe& to the Doctrine of the Infi- 


nity of Evil and Demerit, in Sin, I think, 1 
may take Leave to ſay, that ſuch Evidence 
and Demonſtration of its Truth is given, as 


will not admit of a ſolid Reply. 


As you have groſſly miſrepreſented me, in 


falſly charging me, with ſuppoſing, that there 

are Degrees of Infinity, J have a Right to de- 
mand of you a full Retraction of that Charge, 
and I do demand it. And, unleſs you comply 
with this Demand, and, in the very ſame public 


Manner, withdraw your Charge, (in the Body 


of your Number for the Month of April) as 


you exhibited it, I ſhall take the Liberty to 


| expoſe you farther, than I have yet done. 


When I conſider unto whom I now write, 
I think, it may not be improper for me to add 


this: The Puniſhment of Sins will be equal, 


in its Duration; but unequal, in its Intenſeneſs; 


becauſe J have ſaid, that Puniſhment for Sin 
will be 7nfinite, and fo equal: Leſt you ſhould 


tell your Readers, that I ſuppoſe an Equality 


and an Inequality, in the fame Thing, and in 


the very ſame Reſpect. 


To conclude, If you, on your Part, will be 
pleaſed to allow me the Liberty, of ne 
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what appears to me to be true; I aſſure you, 
on my Part, you ſhall always have full Leave 


to repreſent me, unto your Readers, as en- 
tatious, drgmatical, dull, ill. mannered, very 
profound, and un- meaning: But if, in Contradic- 
tion to the laſt Encomium, you ſhall ſay my 
Un-meaning, is a Meaning, and ſuch a Mean- 
ing, as is abſurd, which is the Fact here, if 
it comes within my Notice, you ſhall not fail of 
hearing from me. As to every Thing elſe, I. 
ſhall be ſilent, ſay of me whatever you pleaſe, 
that you ſhall think is agreeable to Politeneſs, 
Civility, and Candour, For, it is Matter of 
as much Indifference unto me, what Fpithets, 
you ſhall be pleaſed to honour me with, as it 
is to you, what, or bow much, I may have to 
ſay, in Defence of the Notions, which I en- 
tertain. I think it not amiſs to make ſome 
Improvement, on the important Subject, of 
this Letter, in a little pious Enthuſiaſm, and 
Cant. But, as you are rational Chriſtians, ſuch 
Stuff cannot be acceptable to you, and, there- 
fore, I will not preſume to offer it to your 
Conſideration: But bid you Ow, for the 
preſent. Tam, 


Gentlemen, 


Your humble Servant, 


| Bridger ſpare, 


March 31, 1755. Joux BRINE. 
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nity of the Evil and Demertt, in Sin; In a en 
* 


I. f UR Indignation againſt Sin, ought to 


riſe up, unto the higheſt Degree, from 


the Conſideration of the infinite Evil, which 
there is, in it, as Sin, and ſo in every Sin. One 
of its numerous Ways, whereby, in a Time 
of Temptation, it ſurprizes us, into Acts of 
Folly, is by hiding its vile Nature. This is a 
Deception extremely dangerous, and without a 
ſpeedy Interpoſition of Divine Grace, and 
Power, in our Favour, to awaken us, unto a 
due Conſideration, of the dreadful Evil of ſin- 
ning againſt God; ſuch woful Effects, may be 
expected to enſue, as will overwhelm us, in 
Sorrow, Shame, and Confuſion, upon a Re- 
flection. It is to be feared, that not a Few, 
can bear Teſtimony, unto the Truth of this, 


from their own, ſad Experience. Men are apt 


to compare ſinful Actions, with one another; 


and becauſe there is a Difference in them, ma- 
terially conſidered, ſome being far more hei- 
nous, than others; they think, that without 
much Danger to themſelves, at leaſt, a little 


Gratification, may be allowed unto the Fleſh, 


in ſome particular Inſtance, or, to ſuch a De- 


gree, though not in a higher Meaſure. Hence 
we are prevailed with, (i. e. through Inattention, 
unto the Evil of Sin, as Sin,) to think within 


ourſelves of this or that Sin, is it not a little 
done! 
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one? There is no great Harm therein, or it is 


not an atrocious Crime; and ſo Sin obtains 
a Conqueſt over our Minds, and we are in 
the utmoſt Danger, of contracting ſuch Guilt, 
as will be juſt Cauſe of the deepeſt Reſent- 


ment againſt ourſelves, ſo long as Life ſhall 
. The only Way of being ſecured from 


Sin's Prevalence, is to have our Souls impreſſed 


with a due Senſe of its exceeding Sinfulneſs : 
Without this, Men will make a Trade of com- 


mitting 72 Evils, which will moſt aſſuredly 


prove for ever ruinous unto them, if infinite 
Mercy prevent it not, by a timely Conviction 


of their Guilt and Miſery i in Conſequence of 
it. 8/ight Thoughts of the Evil of Sin, will 
certainly be productive of the moſt pernicious 
Fruits, in ſome Way, or other. And, there- 


fore, it is our Wiſdom, to take into our moſt 


ſerious and fixed Conſideration, what an abo- 
minable Thing it is, to ſin againſt infinite 
Goodneſs, Holineſs, and Juſtice, even in the 


loweſt Inſtance: For, then, only, we are ſafe 


from Sin's Encroachments. And, without 
this, we ſhall never exerciſe that Repentance 


for Sin, which God accepts. Becauſe we ſhall 


extenuate our Guilt, and palliate our Offences, 
if we have not a Senke of Sin's Evil, as it is 


committed againſt infinite Goodneſs, and Ma- 


jeſty. As we value our precious Souls, there- 
fore, let none perſuade us to think, that there 
is not an infinite Evil in Sin, unlels they pro- 
duce ſuch Evidence for it, as will not admit of 
the leaſt . concerning its Truth. Such 
Evidence | 
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Evidence can be no other than this; viz. that 
God's infinite Perfections are not to be taken 


into View, when we form our Judgment of 


Sin's evil Nature. The Suppoſition of which, 
ſurely, muſt be ſhocking, unto every pious 


Mind. 


II. The Infinity of the Demerit of Sic ab 
jectively conſidered, proves, that we are all, 
and every one, in a miſerable Condition. Men 
univerſally are chargeable with Sin. Every 
Mouth is flopped, and all the Warld is become 


_ guilty before Cod. And, none can N 0 by 


any Means, make a Compenſation or their Of- 


fences, to the Law and Juſtice of God. Doſt 
thou, O Sinner! becauſe thou art not ſo guilty, 


as ſome others are, think that it may be in tay 
Power, to procure thy Pardon, and ſecure thy 


Perſon from ſuffering Divine Puniſhment ? 
Thou art dreadfully deceived herein. For, the 


leaſt of thy Tranſgreſſions, even in Thought, 
expoſes thee unto the Suffering of an infinite 


Loſs, for evermore. Sin as Sin, and ſo every 
Sin, whether great, or ſmall, forfeits a Title, 
unto the Enjoyment of God, the Origin of 


Bleſſedneſs. And, therefore, no Creature, who 
is guilty, though but in the loweſt Degree, hath 


a Claim upon God, the Fountain of all Good- 
nels, for Communion with him, a Senſe of 
his Favour, and the Enjoyment of him. The 
| leaſt Act of Sin, ſubjects the rational Creature, 


unto the Suffering of this infinite Loſs; be⸗ | 
cauſe of the Infinity of Evil, in Sins, as com- 
mitted againſt God. And, as the Guilt of 

| tne 
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the Sinner, will for ever remain upon him, if 


not atoned for, and pardoned, on the F Send 


tion of Atonement made. He muſt eternally 
ſuffer that infinite Loſs. Never, never, can 
he be admitted into the Preſence of God: 
Where is Fulneſs of Joy. But muſt always 
be ſeparated from him. And though, through 
the dreadful Enmity, which there is in the 


Heart of a Sinner, againſt God, he will not 


deſire the Happineſs of Communion with him, 


in his infinitely glorious Perfections; his infi- | 


- Nite Indignation, diſcovered, in his Expulſion 
from his gracious Preſence, will pierce him 
througb, and through, and fill his Soul with 
aAgoniging Tortures. This! O dreadful ! This ! 
is what we all and every one deſerve, let 
our Guilt be ever ſo ſmall, or how lit. 
tle ſoever, it may be aggravated, in its Cir- 
cumſtances. How ſtupid, therefore, are our 
Hearts, which are unaffected with our deplora- 


ble Condition! Very juſtly we are compared 


unto a Man aſleep, upon the Top of a Maſt : 


Who is every Moment, in Danger of being 


_ {ſwallowed up, in the Waves of the Sea; but 
is inſenſible of that Danger. And thus it is 
with ſinful Men. 


III. This Doctrine of the Infinity of the 
Evil and Demerit, in Sin; muſt, ſurely, con- 


| vince us, that our Redemption from Sin, and 
-". 00 penal Effects, could not be effected, by a 


mere Creature. Infinite Merit can never at- 
tend the Obedience, and Sufferings of one, wi 


is not of infinite Dignity, in his Perſon. Now 


if 
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if it be a Truth, that there is an infinite De- 
merit, in Sin; the Sufferings of Chriſt, great 

as they were, could not atone for our Guilt, 


if, he was no other than a voluntary Production, 
or a created Being; becauſe infinite Merit, had 


ws not attended them. And, therefore, thoſe, 


who ſacrilegionfly rob him of the 8 of his 
proper Divinity; are driven by it, to deny, 
that there is an infinite Evil and Demecit, in 


Sin. For, if that is allowed, it neceſſarily fol- 
lows, that Chriſt by his Obedience and Suf- 


ferings, could not have obtained eternal Re= 


demplion, for one Individual of the human 
Race. If Men expect Salvation from Sin, 
and its penal Effects, by the Acts and Suffer- 
ings of a mere Creature, it behoves them, to 
prove the Poſſibility of it, if they are able; 
for, otherwiſe, they muſt acknowledge, that 
ſuch high Expectations, which are, indeed, 
the greateſt a Creature can poſſibly entertain, 
are without a ſolid Foundation, and muſt cer- 
tainly be diſappointed. From hence appears, 
the evident Neceſſity, ſuch Men are under, to 
maintain, that there is not, an infinite Evil and 
Demerit, in Sin; who inſiſt upon it, that 
Chriſt is not a Divine Perſon, or truly God; 
but a Creature, or: ng, Production 
only. 
IV. This important Doctrine lets us ſee, that 
we are infinitely indebted, unto the Grace, 
Kindneſs, and Mercy of God. If there is an 
1nfinite Evil and Demerit, in Sin, as Sin, and 
lo in every din: And our ſinful Actions are 

N 
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more, than we can poſſibly number, and in 
all of which, there is an infinite Evil and De- 
merit: O what a Profuſon of Goodneſs and 
Grace, is there in our Pardon ! Infinite Mercy 


alone, can be a proper Ground of a Hope of 


_ Remiſſion, ſince the Demerit of every one of 


our numerous Offences, is infinite, agreeably 


unto the infinite Evil, which there is in all, 
and every one of them. e 
Baurely, upon a due Conſidetation of the 
Multitude of our Tranſgreſſions, in every one 
of which there is an infinite Evil and Deme- 
rit; we muſt be filled with an Admiration of 
the boundleſs Exuberancy of the Mercy of God, 
which 1s ſo conſpicuous, in the F orgiveneſs 
of them. If, we have a ſuitable Apprehen- 
ſion thereof, in any Degree, we ſhall not fail 
of expreſſing our holy Adoration, of that n- 
menſe Goodneſs and Mercy, in the devotional 
Language of the Church: bo is a God like 
unto thee, that pardoneth Iniquity, and paſjeth 
by the Tranſgreſſion of the Remnant of bis He- 
ritage? He retaineth not his Anger for ever, 
becauſe he delighteth in Mercy. 1 
V. No leſs adorable, is Divine Wiſdom, 
| which contrived the Way of our Remiſſion, 
than Divine Grace, which reſolved upon our 
Pardon. Infinite Wiſdom only could provide 
for Sin's Atonement, which is of infinite De- 
merit, as its Evil is infinite. In that Provi- 
ſion, the wnbounded Underitanding of God, 


* Mic. vii. 18. | 
5 diſcovers 
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diſcovers itſelf, more than in all his other 
Works ; for which Reaſon, the Scheme of 


Redemption by Chriſt, is emphatically tiled : 
The Wiſdom of” God in a Myſtery, even the hidden 


Miſdom. It is what could never have entered 


into any created Mind, angelic, or human. 
But, if the Doctrine of the Infinity of Evil 


and Demerit, in Sin, is not true, the evange- 
lical Scheme of Redemption, is not ſo my/te- 


ricus, as it is repreſented to be. Of this, thoſe 
who deny that Doctrine are fully ſenſible, and, 
therefore, do not allow it to be, in the Depth 
of its Wiſdom, any more than, in the Riches 
of its Grace, what it really is. To cloſe, if 
we give up this Doctrine of the Infinity of 
Evil and Demerit, in Sin, I am not able to 
diſcern, that we can poſſibly have any Objec- 
tion, againſt joining with the Socinians, in a 
Denial of Chriſt's Atonement ; which is what 
we can never do, I am ſure, if we have any 


| juſt Senſe of God's Rectitude and Holineſs, . 
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5 To the Authors of the Mmntbly-Review, : 


GENTLEMEN, 


| 1 AM perſuaded, that the Polite, to whom 
you appeal, will conclude, that you were 
_ guilty, of miſrepreſenting me, in ſaying, that 
I ſuppoſe there are Degrees of Infinity ; when 
they are informed, that my Words, concern- 
ing Infinity are theſe: Indeed, we have karned 
T0 ſpeak very familiariy of Infinity ; but we 
have not, nor can have an adequate Idea of 
ut Infiniteneſs is only knowable unto an Under- 
Sanding which is infinite. A finite Mind, when 
it bath ftretched its Conceptions as far as it poſ- 
 fibly can, it is ſtill in its Ideas inſinitely ſhort of 
comprehending” that which is infinite, Every 
Perſon upon reading theſe Words, muſt think, 
either, that your Capacity is extremely dull: 
Or, that you were guilty of a 7/1] Miſrepre- 
| fentation of me, in faying, that 1 ſuppoſe here 
are Degrees of Infinity. My Opinion is, that 
you had much rather, be charged with u. 
Fully publiſhing a groſs Falſhood, than be 
thought incapable of diſcerning, when Infi- 
nity, is In a proper Manner ſpoken of; and, 
therefore, it is not your Underſtanding, that 
I call in Queſtion, but it is a Want of Virtue, 
in this Particular, that I charge you with. 
For, I would willingly act that Part, in this 
Affair, 
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Affair, which may be leaſt offenſive to you. 
As you have dared, againſt the Remonſtrance 
of your Conſciences, to aſſert this groſs Falſ- 


hood, of me, it may be, that you will not 


have Ingenuity enough to confeſs your Guilt, 
and retract your Charge: But if you do not, 
in the very ſame public Manner, as you exhi- 
bited that Charge, withdraw it; be aſſured, that 
the Conſequence of denying this Juſtice, will 


be farther expoſing yourſelves. 
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